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One ocean, 45 artists: International art quilt group exhibit probes the Pacific 
 
Studio Art Quilt Associates is pleased to announce the premiere of Shifting Tides: Convergence in Cloth 
at the Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber Arts Museum from June 26, 2019 to September 29, 2019. 
 
Created as a group exhibit to shine a light on the issues facing the Pacific Ocean today, Shifting Tides is a 
collection of work by 45 artists chosen from the seven Pacific-facing regions of Studio Art Quilt 
Associates (SAQA). An international organization that promotes the quilt as an art form, SAQA has a 
history of inviting artists to explore topical, sometimes controversial topics. With this latest show, the 
organization’s west-coast members explore the earth’s largest ecosystem.  
 
From their strikingly different vantage points—from Southern California northward to Western Canada 
and Alaska, plus Hawaii—artists from a range of backgrounds were asked to express their concerns and 
feelings about the Pacific. “Merely because we live in this part of the world, we as individuals are part of 
the Pacific ecosystem. On a daily basis we may not recognize the changes that are happening, but they 
are of vital importance to our world,” write Georgia French and Sonja Campbell, co-chairs of the exhibit 
planning committee. “We were stunned with the variety and emotional intensity of their responses, as 
well as with the beauty and graphic impact of their work.” 
 
The 45 works range widely in content and technique, drawing on realism, abstract, and non-
representational depictions. The pieces on display were chosen from more than 160 submissions for 
SAQA artists. Curated by renowned textile artist, Ann Johnston, the exhibit offers a variation of style and 
context about the plight of oceans and the communities they support. “The topic demands a passion we 
all feel, and the quilts dealt with the subject and the passion in many different ways; all of them hit me 
as having merit and value,” explains Johnson. “The intention of the exhibit was not only to choose good 
pieces but also to include a representative range of habitats and issues in reference to our Pacific 
ecosystem. I also wanted to include a range of design approaches and construction techniques. I think 
the resulting exhibit is a showcase of art that will enlighten the viewers about quilts and encourage 
exploration of solutions to one of our most anguishing ecological problems.” 
  
Whether you want to learn more about the issues plaguing the Pacific Ocean, crave a forum that 
amplifies your concerns, or just want to immerse yourself in images of its beauty, Shifting Tides: 
Convergence in Cloth promises to deliver. And if you haven’t experienced the artistry and power of this 
genre, Shifting Tides is an unforgettable entrée. 
 
Find the Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber Arts Museum at 703 South Second Street, La Conner  WA 98257 
(360) 466-4288 
Open: 11am - 5pmWednesday – Sunday 
Artists Reception: Saturday, June 29, 2019, 3:00 - 5:00pm 
 
Social media links: 
https://www.facebook.com/qfamuseum/  
https://www.instagram.com/qfamuseum/ 
https://www.pinterest.com/qfamuseum/  

http://www.saqa.com/
http://annjohnston.net/
https://www.facebook.com/qfamuseum/
https://www.instagram.com/qfamuseum/
https://www.pinterest.com/qfamuseum/

